AFTERMATH 
1919 — 1923 


The postwar peace conference failed to 
create a new world order based on harmony 
and justice. While people sought solace by 
commemorating the fallen, local wars and 
political conflicts continued and the seeds of 
another world war were sown. 


AFTERMATH 1919-1923 


AFTERM 


The Irish War of 
Independence ends in 
1921, with the setting up of 
the Irish Free State as a 
British dominion. Northern 
Ireland, dominated by 
Protestants, remains part 
of the UK. Civil war breaks 
out in 1922 between the 
Irish Free State government 
and Republicans. 


German hardship in the 
immediate aftermath of 

the war is severe and citizens 
are reduced to searching 
through garbage for fuel and 
edible refuse. The Allied 
economic blockade on 
Germany is maintained until 
the peace is signed. 
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The Treaty of Versailles 
between the Allies and 
Germany is signed 

on June 28, 1919, watched 
by a crowd of onlookers. 
Most Germans do 

not accept that the peace 
terms are just. 


Polish independence, 
celebrated in this poster, is 
achieved in November 1918. 
The state of Poland, which did 
not exist before the war, 

is created from Germany, 
Russia, and the former 
Austria-Hungary. 


hroughout World War |, people had been told that their 
efforts and sacrifices would lead to the building of a better 


world where peace and justice would reign. The Paris Peace 
Conference of 1919 inevitably disappointed these high aspirations. 
The Treaty of Versailles imposed on Germany was a compromise that 


embittered the Germans without sufficiently guaranteeing French 


security. The map of Europe and the Middle East was extensively 


Cemeteries and memorials are built at 
all the major battlefields after the war. The 
Lone Pine Cemetery commemorates the | 
Anzac troops who died at Gallipoli in 
1915. Such cemeteries continue to be 
places of pilgrimage to the present day. 
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The Paris Peace 
Conference in January 1919 | © 
fails to satisfy the demands of 

many delegates, including 
Prince Faisal, who hopes to 
gain Arab independence. 


redrawn as a result of the collapse of the Russian, Austro-Hungarian, 
and Ottoman Empires. Nationalist movements created new states 
such as Czechoslovakia, Poland, and Yugoslavia. The peacemakers 
determined the new borders. 

There was much disappointment, even among the victors. Italy did 
not gain the territory it had expected, while the Arabs saw their part 


of the former Ottoman Empire divided between Britain and France. 
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Much of the postwar world seethed with discontent and was In 1923, France and Belgium sent troops into Germany to secure 
immersed in suffering. An influenza pandemic in 1918-19 may have _ reparations payments imposed by the Treaty of Versailles. Ravaged 
been the most costly natural disaster ever to strike the human race. by hyperinflation and threatened by political extremists, the German 


In the former Russian Empire, millions died in civil war and famine Republic survived to achieve a fragile return to normality by 1924. 


before the establishment of the Communist-ruled Union of Soviet The war was obsessively memorialized, but most people hoped 
Socialist Republics (USSR) at the end of 1922. There were wars it would never be repeated. German resentment and bitterness, 
between the Irish and British, Poles and Russians, Turks and Greeks. however, led directly to the outbreak of World War II in 1939. 


AFTERMATH 1919-1923 


TIMELINE 1919 — 1923 


Paris Peace Conference ® Treaty of Versailles = Remembrance ceremonies # 


Russian Civil War ® Irish independence = Fascist triumph in Italy = 


Turkey becomes a republic = Ruhr occupied = German hyperinflation 
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JANUARY 
World is in the grip of 
Spanish flu pandemic. 


JANUARY 15 

The Spartacist uprising 
in Berlin is crushed, 
lareliavemantem-laccianyeni 
to carry out a 
communist revolution. 


JANUARY 18 
First plenary session of 
Paris Peace Conference. 


JANUARY 21 

Sinn Fein MPs meet in 
Dublin and proclaim an 
Irish Republic. 


» The Paris Peace 
Conference 


JANUARY 25 

Paris Peace Conference 
ETeli=-cmlan olalavel|ol(-mte} 
the creation of the 
League of Nations. 


MARCH 21 
Communists led by 
Bela Kun take power 
in Hungary. 


MARCH 23 
Benito Mussolini 
founds the Italian 
Fascist movement. 


APRIL 23 

Italian prime minister 
Vittorio Orlando walks 
out of the peace 
conference after Italian 
demands are not met. 


Ne 

Chinese protest against 
(o[Yelslelamconer-lal4 
Shantung to Japan. 


Na 

The Allies present 
peace terms to 
Germany. They include 
loss of territory, limits 
on armed forces, and 
payment of reparations. 


JUNE 21 

The German High 
Seas Fleet is scuttled 
off the British naval 
base at Scapa Flow in 
the Orkneys, in protest 
of peace terms. 


Protection against Spanish flu 


JUNE 28 
The Treaty of Versailles 
is signed in Paris. 


JULY 19 
The Cenotaph is 
unveiled in London. 


AUGUST 1 

In Hungary, Bela Kun’s 
communist regime is 
overthrown. 


AUGUST 11 
Founding of German 
Weimar Republic. 


SEPTEMBER 10 

The Treaty of 

St. Germain formalizes 
peace between the 
Allies and Austria. 


(olen re):]4 ar) 

In Russia, Red cavalry 
defeats White army 
advancing on the city 
of Tula. 


NOVEMBER 11 
Ceremonies on the 
first anniversary 

of the Armistice begin 
the tradition of 
remembrance. 


NOVEMBER 19 
U.S. Senate fails 
to ratify the Treaty 
of Versailles. 


¥ German naval flag 


NOVEMBER 27 
Bulgaria signs the 
peace treaty of Neuilly 
with the Allies. 


JANUARY 20 
Georges 
Clemenceau 
resigns as French 
rolalaat=maalialsytclar-lare| 
retires from 
politics. 


» Georges Clemenceau's 
office seal 


MARCH 8 

Arab leader Faisal 
ice|-tel-le-lol dlare) 
of Syria. 


MARCH 13 

Kapp Putsch by 
paramilitary 

Freikorps against 
German government. It 
collapses five days later. 


MARCH 19 

U.S. Congress rejects 
the Treaty of Versailles 
and membership in the 
League of Nations. 


APRIL 23 

Mustafa Kemal opens a 
National Assembly in 
Ankara in opposition to 
Ottoman government. 


JUNE 4 

Treaty of Trianon 
formalizes peace 
between the wartime 
Allies and Hungary. 


» A postage stamp from 
the Free City of Danzig 


AUGUST 10 
Turkey signs the 
Treaty of Sevres, 
the terms of which 
include transfers of 
territory to Greece. 


PNUTCLUy a Pre) 
Bolshevik Russian 
forces are defeated 
by the Poles at the 

Battle of Warsaw. 


NOVEMBER 11 
Burials of the Unknown 


NOVEMBER 14 
Russian Civil 
War ends with the 
evacuation of White 
troops from the Crimea. 


& The body of Britain's Unknown 
Warrior is taken home 


NOVEMBER 15 

The former port of 
Danzig is made a free 
city to give Poland 
access to the sea. 


TIMELINE 1919-1923 


“| have endeavored to destroy... that Treaty which... 
fo) ait) aksmtatom/ 1 (=s-1 me) ©) 0) c-1-1-1 (0) a Mnatclmn ol-\e) 0) (=m) ale 
human beings have ever... put up with.” 


GERMAN FUHRER ADOLF HITLER ON THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES, APRIL 28, 1939 


JANUARY 29 

An Inter-Allied 
Reparations 
Commission decides 
on the sum of German 
war reparations. 
Germany rejects the 
figure as too high. 


MARCH 18 

The Treaty of Riga 
establishes the border 
between Poland and 
Bolshevik Russia. 


MAY 5 

The Allies threaten to 
occupy the Ruhr area 
of Germany if the 
Germans reject a 
revised reparations 
demand. Germany 
agrees to pay. 


& Cemetery and memorial at 
Notre Dame de Lorette, France 


JULY 29 

Adolf Hitler becomes 
leader of the small 
extremist Nazi Party 
in Germany. 


AUGUST 23 

The British make Faisal 
aTate Kenia lr-le Pacclitarele(e] a) 
the country remains 
under British control. 


SEPTEMBER 13 
Turkish nationalist 
forces defeat an 
invading Greek army at 
the Battle of Sakariya. 


DECEMBER 6 

The Anglo-irish Treaty 
ends the Irish War of 
Tate(-Jol-tare(-lare-ar-are| 
establishes the Irish 
Free State. 


DECEMBER 29 

The United States, France, 
Britain, Italy, and Japan 
sign the Washington Naval 
Treaty, limiting the size 

of their navies. 


FEBRUARY 28 
Britain ends its 
protectorate over 
Egypt, declaring the 
country independent. 


APRIL 16 

Treaty of Rapallo 
normalizes relations 
between Germany 
and Russia. 


JUNE 28 

Civil war breaks out 
between the Irish Free 
State government 
and Republicans 

who reject the 
Anglo-lrish Treaty. 


AUGUST 30 

Turkish forces defeat 
the Greeks at the 
Battle of Dunlupinar. 


SEPTEMBER 13 
Occupied by Turkish 
troops, Smyrna 
((iatetel=igatcel-\Varannll9) 
is destroyed by fire. 


OCTOBER 31 
Fascist leader 
Benito Mussolini 
forms a government 
in Italy after the 
“March on Rome.” 


NOVEMBER 1 

The Turkish National 
Assembly abolishes 
the Ottoman sultanate. 


A Greek refugees struggle to 
flee the city of Smyrna 


¥ Poster celebrating the fascist 
March on Rome 


DECEMBER 30 
The Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics 
(USSR) is founded. 


JANUARY 11 

French and Belgian 
troops occupy the Ruhr 
area of Germany in 
response to the 
country’s failure to 
meet reparations 
obligations. 


MAY 24 

Irish Civil War ends 
with surrender 

of Republican 

forces opposed to the 
Anglo-lrish Treaty. 


JULY 

The value of the 
German mark collapses 
through hyperinflation. 
One U.S. dollar buys 
353,000 marks. 


JULY 24 

Treaty of Lausanne 
between Turkey and 
the wartime Allies 
replaces the earlier 
peace treaty of Sevres. 


« French troops begin their 
occupation of the Ruhr 


AUGUST 13 

Gustav Stresemann 
becomes German 
(clar-lare=)|(oyar-lare| 
begins efforts to end 
ongoing economic 
and political crisis. 


OCTOBER 29 
Turkey is declared 
a republic. 


NOVEMBER 8-9 

Nazi leader Adolf Hitler, 
supported by Erich 
Ludendorff, tries to 
seize power in the 
Munich Putsch. The 
Elacclanleyicyeael0 | OR clic 


R Adolf Hitler 


NOVEMBER 15 

Issue of the new 
Rentenmark ends 
German hyperinflation. 
One Rentenmark 
equals one trillion 

old marks. 
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World War I had lasted more than four 
years and caused the collapse of the 
Russian, Austro-Hungarian, Ottoman, 
and German empires. 


AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN ANTIWAR POSTER 


NEW WORLD ORDER 

Aseries of armistices ended the fighting, 
notably with Ottoman Turkey «« 316-17 on 
October 30, 1918, Austria-Hungary «« 318-19 
on November 3, and Germany «« 322-23 on 
November 11. New states asserted their 
independence as the old empires 
collapsed, including Poland, Czechoslovakia, 
and the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and 
Slovenes (later Yugoslavia). In the former 
Russian Empire, civil war was raging. 


Devastated World 


After the fighting stopped, the world faced a daunting transition to peace. Malnutrition 
and disease killed millions, while political disorder and continuing armed conflict blocked 
recovery in many places. Soldiers returning home were disoriented by the experience of war. 


orld War I cost the lives of 
almost 10 million military 
personnel. These included 


over 2 million Germans, 750,000 
British, 62,000 Australians, 65,000 
Canadians, 74,000 Indians, and 58,000 
Belgians. The French death toll was 
1.4 million, about one in 10 of all 
French males. Almost 117,000 

U.S. service personnel died. 

Overall, losses were heavily 
concentrated in younger adult males. 
In Germany, for example, one in three 
men who had been aged 19 to 22 
when the war started was dead by 
November 1918. Countless survivors 
were to varying degrees disabled and 
most were psychologically scarred. 
It is impossible to establish how 
many civilian deaths were 
attributable to the effects of 
the war, although a figure 

of 6 million has 
been suggested. 
Malnutrition and 


Influenza pandemic 

The “Spanish flu” that swept the world in 
1918-19 mostly affected young adults, like 
this American soldier. Around 550,000 
Americans died in the pandemic. 


general hardship, which increased 
the incidence of disease, continued se 
beyond the war’s end. - 


\ 


Deadly virus 

Whether the flu pandemic 
raging at the time of the 
armistice should be 
considered a consequence 
of the war is uncertain, 
although wartime 
conditions certainly 
facilitated the spread of 
the deadly virus known 
misleadingly as “Spanish 
flu.” Many thousands 

of soldiers who had 
survived the fighting died 
of influenza around the 
war's end. First recorded 

in January 1918, the } 
virus killed between 50 

and 100 million people 
worldwide before subsiding 
in late 1919. The population 
of Germany, weakened by 


on the war and its aftermath. The 
demobilization of Allied soldiers 
proceeded slowly and often 
unfairly, leading to public protests 
and serious disturbances— 
including an incident in which 
five mutinous Canadian soldiers 
were shot at their army camp in 
Wales. Implementation of the 
terms of the Armistice with 
Germany went ahead. Allied 
soldiers occupied the Rhineland 
and German warships and 
submarines were interned in 
British ports. Allied prisoners of war 
were released from their camps and 
left to find their own way to 
friendly territory. 


~ 


~ 


Extreme nationalism 


food shortages, suffered 

heavily, but so did the 

well-fed United States. 

The world’s attention was 
distracted from probably the 
most deadly pandemic in 
human history by focusing 


German soldiers marched home 
from France, Belgium, Russia, and 
Ukraine to find their country in the 
grip of revolutionary turmoil. Seeking 
an explanation for a defeat they had 
not expected and could not accept, 
some of them, such as future dictator 
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German hardship 

Women stoop to salvage food from 
a garbage dump in Berlin in the 
aftermath of the war. Malnutrition 
was rife and the death toll high. 


Adolf Hitler, were drawn 
into nationalist extremist 
groups that blamed 
socialists and Jews for 
the debacle. Unable to 
reintegrate into civilian 
life, many ex-soldiers 
joined paramilitary 
organizations called 
Freikorps. The German 
government, led by 
moderate Social 
Democrats intent 

on founding a 
parliamentary 
democracy, used the 
Freikorps to crush an 
attempted communist 
uprising in Berlin in 
January 1919. A socialist 
republic proclaimed in 
Bavaria, southern Germany, in May 
1919 was also brutally suppressed. 


Pitiful living conditions 

Life remained a miserable struggle for 
most Germans, who faced poverty, 
cold, and hunger, induced by political 
chaos and the effects of the Allied 
naval blockade, which under the terms 
of the Armistice was maintained until a 
final peace agreement was signed. 

It was a similar picture in other 
countries shattered by the war. In the 
Turkish capital, Constantinople (Istanbul), 
typhus was rampant, food scarce, fuel 
unobtainable, and transportation at a 


Clearing the ruins 

German prisoners of war are put to work clearing debris 
in the ruined French town of Béthune in 1919. It took 
about seven years to return the devastated areas of 
northeastern France to normality. 


standstill. In the former Austro- 
Hungarian and Russian Empires, the 
condition of many people was pitiful. 


New conflicts 

There were outbreaks of fighting as 
new states sought to establish their 
borders—for example, between Poland 
and Czechoslovakia. In Hungary, a 
communist revolutionary, Bela Kun, 
seized power in March 1919 and 
proclaimed a Soviet Republic. He was 
overthrown by an invasion of 
Romanian and Czechoslovak forces, 
which allowed Hungarian Admiral 
Miklos Horthy to take power. 


The victor countries were not immune 
to conflict and disorder. Italy was 
swept by riots and strikes. In the 
United States, the authorities made 
widespread arrests of anarchists and 
socialists in the “Red Scare” from April 
1919. The British Empire was 
challenged by revolts in Ireland, Egypt, 
and India. Meanwhile, Belgium and 
France faced the daunting challenge of 
reconstruction in the war-devastated 
zone of the Western Front, with its 
ruined or obliterated towns and 
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DEVASTATED WORLD 


AFTER Sm 


Leaders of the victorious powers 
gathered for a conference in Paris 
in January 1919, leading to the 
establishment of a series of treaties 
to formally end the war. 


SEEDS OF FUTURE CONFLICT 

The crucial peace agreement with Germany, 
the Versailles Treaty 338-39 >, was 
signed in June 1919. Accepted by the Germans 
under duress, it included provisions for 
substantial reparations payments. 
The German Weimar Republic was formally 
created in August 1919, but Germany 
continued to be racked by civil conflict and 
hyperinflation until 1924. In Italy, 
discontent with the outcome of the war was a 
major factor in the rise to power of Benito 
Mussolini's Fascist Party in 1922. 

In places, warfare continued into the 1920s, 
notably in the Russian Civil War and the 
Greco-Turkish War 342-43 >). 


villages, wrecked factories and mines, 
gas-poisoned soil, and dangerous litter 
of unexploded munitions. Even neutral 
countries such as Norway and the 
Netherlands were stalked by hunger. 

The establishment of the American 
Relief Administration in February 
1919, to provide food aid to Europe, 
was an attempt at a civilized 
international response to the 
catastrophe. But mostly individuals 
and states had to seek their own way 
back to normality. 


“\We have won the war. Now we 
will have to win the peace. 
That may prove harder.” 


FRENCH PREMIER GEORGES CLEMENCEAU, NOVEMBER 11, 1918 


GERMAN DICTATOR (1889-1945) 


ADOLF HITLER 


The future German dictator Adolf Hitler 
was Austrian. He moved to Munich 
in Germany as a young man, joining 
the German army as a volunteer in 
August 1914. After the war, he drifted 
into nationalist politics, and in 1921 
became leader of the small Nazi Party. 

In 1923, his attempt to seize power in 
the Munich Putsch failed. After a spell 
in prison, he built up mass support by 
arguing that all Germany’s ills were due to 
the Treaty of Versailles. Taking power in 
1933, he sought to reverse the result of 
World War |, eventually leading Germany 
to catastrophic defeat in World War Il. 


333 


334 


AFTERMATH 


The Paris Peace Conference 


In January 1919, world leaders met for a peace conference in Paris. Hopes were high for the 
creation of a new and better world that would justify the sacrifice of the war. The conference 
ended in disillusion, however, as the participants haggled over conflicting interests. 


he Paris Peace Conference was a 
za BEFORE vast, unwieldy event. Thirty-two 
\ states were represented, each 


Wartime agreements between Allied 
countries and public statements by 
political leaders set the complex 
agenda for the peace conference. 


QUEST FOR NATIONHOOD 

President Woodrow Wilson had declared that 
the war would “make the world safe for 
democracy” « 212-13. Britain and France 
had agreed with the Americans to allow 
national groups such as the Poles to form 
independent states « 168-69. But Italy 
expected to gain territory in Dalmatia, which 
had a mainly Slav population. The Arabs had 
been promised independence << 196-97, 
contradicting an Anglo-French agreement to 
share former Turkish land and British 
promises to Jewish Zionists. 


A law professor and politician from 
Sicily, Vittorio Orlando was Italy's 
minister of the interior before being 
appointed prime minister in the wake 
of the Caporetto disaster in 1917. His 
firm leadership secured a degree of 
national unity in support of the war 
effort. At the peace conference, he 
staged a walkout in protest of the 
treatment of Italy, but Italian nationalists 
still condemned him for failing to secure 
territorial expansion. They forced his 
resignation in June 1919. 


with its entourage of diplomats, 
advisers, and secretaries. The most 
significant absentees were the defeated 
powers, who were not invited, and 
Bolshevik Russia. The leaders of all the 
major Allied states attended in person— 
David Lloyd George for Britain, 
Georges Clemenceau for France, Italian 
premier Vittorio Orlando, and American 
president Woodrow Wilson. The first 
U.S. president to travel abroad on 
official business, Wilson was greeted 
in Europe by adoring crowds. 

Initially, the most important issues 
at the conference were discussed by 
a Council of Ten, consisting of two 
representatives from each of the five 
major powers—the United States, 
Britain, France, Italy, and Japan. By 
March, this had been abandoned in favor 
of a Council of Four—Wilson, Lloyd 
George, Clemenceau, and Orlando. 


The League of Nations 
The European Allies had broadly 
accepted the principle of a “just peace” 
based on democracy and national 
self-determination, as proposed by 
President Wilson. Lloyd George and 
Clemenceau both supported Wilson’s 
idea for an international organization, 
the League of Nations, to preserve 
future peace. But each representative 
was there to promote his country’s 
interests and ambitions. Victors 
expected to be rewarded for their war 
effort and compensated for their losses. 
Many were soon disappointed. 

Japan proposed that the League 
support racial equality between 
members, but this was rejected. 


wero TT " . 


Record of the talks 

This writing case was used by David Lloyd George at 
the Paris Peace Conference in 1919. The British prime 
minister found himself mediating between French 
leader Clemenceau and U.S. president Wilson. 


In compensation, the Japanese were 
told they could keep control of 
Tsingtao in China, seized from the 
Germans during the war. This outraged 
the Chinese, who felt they had gained 
nothing by supporting the Allied cause. 
Meanwhile, the Arabs who had fought 
alongside British troops against Turkey 
found the British and French intent on 
dividing Mesopotamia (Iraq), Palestine, 
and Syria between themselves. 


Disputed borders 

The peacemakers are sometimes 

said to have redrawn the borders 

of Europe, but except for the crucial 
case of Germany, most 
changes were decided 
elsewhere. Poland, 
Czechoslovakia, and 
the Kingdom of Serbs, 
Croats, and Slovenes 
(Yugoslavia) had 
already declared 


Arab representatives 

Prince Faisal and his delegation, 
including British officer 

T.E. Lawrence (to the right of 
Faisal), at the conference. Having 
supported the Allies against 
Turkey, the Arabs expected to be 
rewarded with independence. 


independence. The peacemakers could 
only intervene over the details of 
borders, and sometimes, as in the case 
of Poland’s eastern frontier, their 
decisions were later ignored. 

Much time was spent discussing the 
ate of Fiume (Rijeka), which Italy and 
Yugoslavia both claimed. In April, 
Orlando walked out of the conference 
after his allies refused to back Italy. The 
rustration of its territorial ambitions 
ueled discontent in the country in the 
postwar period. Overall, attempts to 


NATIONAL SELF-DETERMINATION 
The right of ethnic groups to form 
independent nation-states instead 
of living under foreign rule. 


match borders to ethnicity revealed 
how impossible it was to apply 
self-determination to Europe’s complex 
web of people. 

A series of peace treaties were signed 
with the defeated powers: the Treaty 
of Versailles with Germany in June 
1918, the Treaty of St. Germain with 
Austria in September, the Treaty of 
Neuilly with Bulgaria in November, the 
Treaty of Sévres with Turkey in April 
1920, and the Treaty of Trianon with 
Hungary the following June. The 
treaties were complex, detailed, and 
partially ineffectual. The compromises 
between justice and revenge, and 
idealism and self-interest, left grounds 
for resentment, fueling hostility and 
conflict for decades to come. 


AFTER >» 


In the 1920s and 30s, two of the peace 
treaties were nullified. Some of the 
disputes were settled by force. 


BROKEN PROMISES 

The Treaty of Versailles 338-39 >> with 
Germany included provision for reparations 
that the Germans had difficulty paying. The 
treaty was overturned by the Nazi regime in 
1933. The Treaty of Sevres, signed with 
Ottoman Turkey, was invalidated by the 
overthrow of the sultan and the success of 
Turkish Republican forces in a war with 
Greece. The Treaty of Lausanne, far more 
favorable to Turkey, replaced it in July 1923. 


SHIFTING TERRITORIES 

In March 1921, after a war between Poland 
and Bolshevik Russia, the Peace of Riga 
pushed the Polish border farther east. 
Yugoslavia accepted Italian rule of disputed 
Fiume under the Treaty of Rome in 1924. 


Peace conference delegates 

Irish artist William Orpen was commissioned 

to paint this group portrait of the conference. 
Entitled A Peace Conference at the Quai 
d'Orsay, it shows Orlando, Wilson, Clemenceau, 
and Lloyd George seated around the table. 
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FRENCH PRIME MINISTER Born 1841 Died 1929 


Georges Clemenceau 


“You ask what are my war 
aims. Gentlemen, they are 


very simple: Victory.” 


GEORGES CLEMENCEAU, SPEECH, NOVEMBER 20, 1917 


72-year-old maverick politician and 

journalist approaching the end of a 
long and checkered career. As a young 
man, he had made his reputation as a 
radical critic of government, whose 
speeches in the Chamber of Deputies 
denounced colonialism, militarism, 
and the power of the Catholic Church. 

When French life was torn apart in 

the 1890s by the Dreyfus affair—a 
scandal involving the mistaken 
condemnation of a Jewish army officer 
for treason—Clemenceau was among 


| n 1914, Georges Clemenceau was a 


those who upheld Dreyfus’s innocence. 


He became a hate figure for right-wing 
militarists, nationalists, anti-Semites, 
and Catholics. Around the same time, 
he was accused of taking bribes to 
cover up the bankruptcy of the 
Panama Canal Company. 


The doctor of France 

This cartoon alludes to Clemenceau’s qualifications as 
a doctor, depicting him as a crude surgeon who has 
operated on France's sick body. He was renowned for 
his ruthlessness toward his numerous enemies. 


In 1906, a time of political unrest in 
France, he accepted the post of 
minister of the interior. Socialists and 
anarchists were added to his list of 
enemies when he employed the army 
and police to suppress strikes and 
disturbances. In a subsequent three- 
year spell as prime minister, he earned 
respect for his tough handling of 
domestic issues and strengthened the 
Entente Cordiale (informal alliance) 
between France and Britain. 


Outspoken critic 
In the years before World War I, 
Clemenceau founded a newspaper, 
L’Homme libre (The Free Man), to 
warn against the German threat to 
France and campaign for military 
preparedness. He described France as 
“neither defended nor governed” and 
fulminated against socialists who 
preached antimilitarism. When th 
war broke out in 1914, he turne: 
down the offer of a government 
as minister of justice. Instead, h 
stayed on the sidelines, usi 
newspaper to criticize 
and to demand a mor 
execution of the wa 
of L’Homme libre was 
military censors in § 
1914, Clemenceau » 
L'Homme enchainé (T 
Shackled Man). 
Clemenceau 
champion of th 
freedom of oth 
however. He 
denounced 


ae 


Ferocious reputation 
French wartime prime mini: 
Georges Clemenceau was 


Interior Minister Louis-Jean Malvy as 
a defeatist and traitor for allowing the 
publication of the left-wing journal Le 
Bonnet Rouge and for failing to arrest 
left-wing “subversives and saboteurs.” 
In addition to running his newspaper, 
Clemenceau was a member of the 
Senate, the upper house of the French 
parliament. As head of its army and 
foreign affairs committee from 1915, 
he met the military and political 
leaders of the Allied war effort and 
gained an insider’s understanding 
of the conflict. 


Becoming prime minister 

By autumn 1917, the government was 
disarray and public morale was low. 
itical unity had disintegrated. The 
ll of Paul Painlevé’s government, 
feated in parliament, left President 
aymond Poincaré with two credible 
didates for the job of prime 

nister: Joseph Caillaux, the leading 
advocate of a negotiated peace, 
and Clemenceau, the best- 
known proponent of a 
fight to the death. He 
chose Clemenceau. 


»- 


More like a dictator than a prime 
minister, Clemenceau filled his cabinet 
with nonentities and kept the key post 
of minister of war for himself. In an 
impassioned speech, he declared 
victory his sole aim and committed 
France to war “to the end.” Alleged 
traitors and defeatists were arrested, 
including Caillaux and Malvy. 
Strikes in factories were resolved 
by addressing grievances while 
cracking down on antiwar activists. 
Clemenceau’s passionate 
commitment to the war 
tightened bonds with 
France’s Allies during the 
fluctuating battles of 
1918. He could claim a 
large part of the credit for 
installing Ferdinand Foch 
as Supreme Commander of 
the Allied Armies in spring 
1918 and for the aggressive 
pursuit of the war on the 
Western Front from July 
1918. His eloquent speeches 
raised French morale on the 
home front and in the army. 


Tough stance 
Celebrated at the Armistice as 
the architect of victory, he 
entered the Paris Peace 
Conference determined to ensure 
the security of France against 
a future resurgence of 
German militarism. 
Surviving an assassination 


Clemenceau visits the troops 

In 1918, the French prime minister made weekly visits 
to the front, both to talk with his generals and to meet 
ordinary soldiers in the trenches. His public 
appearances strengthened morale. 


attempt by anarchist Emile Cottin— 
which left a bullet lodged in his chest 
for the rest of his life—Clemenceau 
argued tirelessly against what he saw 
as the naive idealism of U.S. president 
Woodrow Wilson. Faced with the 
refusal of Britain and the United 
States to support his aims, 

however, he was forced 

to accept compromises. 
As a result, the Treaty of 
Versailles was denounced 
by French nationalists as 
too lenient on Germany. 
W Exploiting Clemenceau’s 
y prestige, a “bloc national” 
Y; of right-wing politicians 
campaigned under his 
banner at elections in 
November 1919 but then 
deserted him. Failing in a 
bid for the presidency, 
Clemenceau retired in 1920. 
He died nine years later at 
the age of 89. 


Prime ministerial seal 
Used by Georges Clemenceau during 


this seal was fashioned out of red 
gold and silver. It had a carved 
monogram—"GC.” 


“With snarls and growls, the 
ferocious, aged, dauntless beast 
of prey went into action.” 


WINSTON CHURCHILL, DESCRIBING CLEMENCEAU AS WAR LEADER 


his tenure as prime minister of France, 


GEORGES CLEMENCEAU 


September 28, 1841 Born the son of a doctor 
in the Vendée region of western France. 


1858 Studies medicine in Paris and becomes 
involved in radical politics. 


1865 Flees to the United States to escape arrest 
for opposing the regime of Napoleon Ill. 


1869 Marries a U.S. 
citizen, Mary Elizabeth 
Plummer. 


1870 Returns to 
France and is present 
at the founding of the 
Third Republic. 
Appointed mayor of 
Montmartre in Paris. 
1876 Elected to the 
Chamber of Deputies, 
becoming the leader 
of the radical left in 
the assembly. 


CLEMENCEAU, PAINTED 
BY EDOUARD MANET 


1880 Founds La Justice, the first of a series of 
radical newspapers he will edit. 


1892 His reputation is severely damaged after 
he is accused of taking bribes in the Panama 
Canal scandal. 


1893 Loses his seat in parliament and devotes 
himself to journalism. 


1898 Becomes prominently involved in the 
Dreyfus affair, publishing articles attacking 
French anti-Semites, Catholics, and militarists. 


1902 Elected to a seat in the French Senate. 


1906 Appointed minister of the interior and 
then prime minister. 


1907-08 Encourages the formation of the 
Entente Cordiale, an informal alliance between 
France and Britain. 


1909 Forced to resign as prime minister by a 
vote of no confidence. Retires from politics. 


1913 Founds the newspaper L’'Homme libre 
(The Free Man) and campaigns for greater 
military preparedness. 


1914 Refuses the offer of a government 
post on the outbreak of war. Renames his 
newspaper L’Homme enchainé (The Shackled 
Man) in protest at censorship. 


1916 Denounces the Interior Minister Louis 
Malvy for “defeatism.” 


November 1917 Invited, at the age of 76, 
to form a government by President Raymond 
Poincaré. Declares a policy of “total war.” 


January 1918 Has prominent pro-peace 
politician Joseph Caillaux arrested for treason. 


March 1918 Presses for the unification of 
Allied military command under General Foch. 


January-June 1919 Argues for imposing 
tough terms on Germany at the Paris 
Peace Conference. 


February 19, 1919 Survives an assassination 
attempt by anarchist Emile Cottin. 


November 1919 His “bloc national” wins 437 
out of 613 seats in French elections. 


1920 Retires to private life. 
November 24, 1929 Dies at the age of 89. 
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The Versailles Treaty 


The peace treaty signed by the Allies and Germany has remained controversial. The product 
of acrimonious debate between the leaders of the victorious powers, the terms it imposed 
on Germany were regarded by almost all Germans as excessively harsh and unjust. 


iscussion of the peace terms was 
K<4 BEFORE primarily in the hands of three 
. men: U.S. president Woodrow 


The Armistice, signed on November 11, 
1918, paved the way for a permanent 
peace settlement. 


VICTORY AND DEFEAT 

In Germany, a revolution « 320-321 
overthrew the Kaiser and established a 
republic. The country was in political turmoil 
and its people suffered severe hardship, 
worsened by the continuation of the Allied 
blockade. In fulfillment of the Armistice terms, 
German troops withdrew from 
foreign soil and Allied forces occupied 
German territory west of the Rhine. Allied 
leaders assembled for the Paris Peace 
Conference 334-35 in January 1919. 
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Wilson, French prime minister Georges 
Clemenceau, and British prime 
minister David Lloyd George. Wilson 
and Clemenceau were very different 
characters. Wilson rejected the 
cynicism and self-interest of the 
European states; Clemenceau believed 
the American president was naive in 
his dealings with Germany. 

Wilson believed in a settlement based 
on just principles. Future peace would 
be guaranteed through a League of 
Nations committed to opposing any act 


Germany faces the guillotine 

Commenting on the Paris Peace Conference, the 
German satirical magazine Simplicissimus shows a 
captive Germany facing execution at the hands of 
President Wilson, Lloyd George, and Clemenceau. 


of aggression. Clemenceau, steeped 

in European history, did not believe in 
a future ruled by principle rather than 
force. He told Wilson, “Do not believe 


the Germans will ever forgive us. They 


will seek only the chance of revenge.” 
For Clemenceau, Germany had to be 


Signed, sealed, but not delivered 

This page of the treaty was signed by all the main 
delegates at the conference. At the top is the signature 
of Woodrow Wilson, who later failed to get the treaty 
ratified by the U.S. Congress. 


permanently incapacitated. Lloyd 
George, for his part, won an election in 
December 1918 with promises to “hang 
the Kaiser” and make Germany pay for 
the war. But Britain was satisfied with 
seizing the German fleet and German 
colonies. Lloyd George had no interest 
in backing French aims in Europe. 


Key points 
The easiest ground for Allied 
agreement was the founding of a 
League of Nations. Interpreted by 
Wilson as initiating a new era in 
international relations and by 
Clemenceau as a permanent military 
alliance against Germany, it was 
enshrined in Part I of the treaty. 
There was also agreement on limiting 
Germany’s armed forces. The German 
army was to be restricted to 100,000 
men without tanks or aircraft, and the 
navy to a few small surface warships. 
Territorial arrangements posed 
intractable problems. The Allies were 
committed in principle to “national 
self-determination,” but they also 


THE VERSAILLES TREATY 


Anti-Versailles demonstration 

Crowds on the streets of Berlin in 1919 protest against 
the terms of the Treaty of Versailles. Most Germans 
rejected responsibility for the war and did not accept 
that they had to pay the price for defeat. 


wanted to make newly founded Poland 
and Czechoslovakia viable states and 
had to address French security 
concerns. The result was a series of 
compromises. Clemenceau believed 
that French security could only be 
guaranteed if the French border was 
pushed forward to the Rhine. The 
Americans and British were happy for 
France to regain Alsace-Lorraine, lost 
to Germany in 1871, but would not 
accept French annexation of territory 
mainly populated by Germans. Instead, 
it was agreed that the Rhineland would 
be under Allied military occupation for 
15 years. The Saarland, an area of 


Area lost 
to Denmark 


Area lost 
to France 


Area lost 
to Poland 


German loss of territory 

After World War |, Germany lost 13 percent of its 
territory. Most went to the new state of Poland, while 
France regained Alsace-Lorraine. 


Germany rich in coal, was put under 
League of Nations control, also for 

15 years, during which time the French 
would exploit its mines. Some 
territorial changes were subject to 
referendums, including the transfer 

of part of the region of Schleswig 

to Denmark. Poland's borders with 
Germany were especially contentious. 
To provide the Poles with access to the 
sea, a corridor of territory linked the 
main body of Poland to the port of 
Danzig, separating East Prussia from 
the rest of Germany. Danzig itself, of 


1 3 2 BILLION GOLD MARKS 

The sum set for German 
reparations payments by an Allied 
commission in 1921. In total, 20 
billion marks was collected, mostly 


financed by loans from abroad that 
Germany never repaid. 


predominantly German population, 
was declared an independent Free 
City. Poland and Czechoslovakia were 
left with large German minorities, 
while German Austria was refused 
permission to merge with Germany. 


The issue that caused the most dispute 
was reparations. It seemed to the Allies 
that Germany had been responsible for 
the war and should therefore pay for it. 
Germany itself had set the example by 
imposing heavy reparations on France 
in 1871 after the Franco-Prussian War. 
To justify demanding compensation in 
money and in kind, Article 231 of the 
treaty stated that “the aggression of 
Germany and her allies” had been the 
sole cause of the war. 


German outrage 
When the terms were presented to 
German envoys in May 1919, Germany 
erupted in shock. The Germans did not 
accept that they had been responsible 
for the war. Most of them did not even 
accept that they had been defeated. 
They believed they had been tricked 
into accepting an armistice on the basis 
of a promise of fair treatment, which 
was now being denied them. 
They bitterly resented the loss 
of territory and saw the military 


limitations as humiliating. Above all, 
they rejected the “war guilt” clause 
as an insult to Germany’s honor. 
German chancellor Philipp 
Scheidemann resigned rather than 
sign the treaty, but German president 
Friedrich Ebert was informed by the 
army that they were in no position 
to resume hostilities. Also, signing 
the treaty was the only way to end 
the Allied economic blockade. On 
June 28, five years to the day after 
the assassination of Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand in Sarajevo, the treaty 
was signed in the Hall of Mirrors 
at the Palace of Versailles. 
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AFTER La 


Some saw the Treaty of Versailles as 
too harsh on Germany while others 
saw it as too lenient. Its terms left 
plenty of potential for future conflict. 


SATISFYING NO ONE 

The most influential critic of the treaty was 
British economist J.M. Keynes, whose book 
The Economic Consequences of the Peace 
denounced reparations payments. In the United 
states, Congress refused to approve the 
treaty, fearing membership in the League of 
Nations could draw the country into further 
foreign wars. In France, many denounced 
the treaty as too lenient. Marshal Ferdinand 
Foch declared prophetically: “This is not peace. 
It is an armistice for 20 years." 


THE RISE OF HITLER 
Germany resisted reparations, provoking 
a Franco-Belgian occupation of the Ruhr in 
1923. In the end, Germany largely evaded 
payment. French troops withdrew from the 
Rhineland in 1930 and the Saarland was 
returned to Germany after a referendum 

in 1935. Leading Germany from 1933, 

Adolf Hitler 
overturned 

the Versailles 
Treaty. Polish 
refusal to give 
Germany control 

of Danzig was the 
pretext for the 
German invasion of 
Poland in 1939. 
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Final act of defiance 

A German warship lies half submerged in the British 
harbor at Scapa Flow off Scotland. Interned by the 
British after the Armistice, the German fleet was 
scuttled by its crews in protest of the peace treaty. 
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The Treaty of Versailles was met by outrage and hostility 
when it was first presented to the Germans on May 7, 1919. 
They rejected blame for starting the war and refused to 
accept its terms. It was only when the Allies threatened 

to restart hostilities that the treaty was ratified. On June 28, 
the German delegates signed the agreement in the Hall of 
Mirrors in the Palace of Versailles. 


firth, long hall was crowded with delegates, visitors, and 
newspaper representatives. The guests bobbed up and down in 
their chairs, trying to observe the great men of the conference. 
A score of Gardes Municipaux circulated among the crowd for a 
very good reason: they were instructed to keep a watch on the 
pens and inkwells in the hall, to prevent these articles being 
pilfered by souvenir hunters. The German delegation entered... 
and slipped almost unnoticed into its seats... It was led by Herr 
Miller, a tall man with a scrubby little moustache, wearing black. 


At 3:15 o'clock, M. Clemenceau rose and announced briefly that 
the session was opened... M. Dustata then led the way for five 
Germans... and they passed to the table, where two of them signed 
their names. Muller came first, and then Bell, virtually unknown 
men, performing the final act of abasement and submission for the 
German people—an act to which they had been condemned by the 
arrogance and pride of Prussian Junkers, German militarists, 
imperialists, and industrial barons, not one of whom was present 
when this great scene was enacted. 


At 3:50 o’clock, all signatures had been complete... Immediately 
afterward the great guns began to boom... The delegates rose and 
congratulated one another. The notables streamed out of the palace 
to join the crowd, which had begun shouting in wild enthusiasm... 
The Germans were the first to leave the Hall of Mirrors, passing 
out alone, and immediately took their automobiles for the hotel.?9 


AMERICAN JOURNALIST HARRY HANSEN ON THE VERSAILLES SIGNING CEREMONY, 
JUNE 28, 1919 


Ratifying the treaty 

Dignitaries gather in the Hall of Mirrors at the Palace 
of Versailles on June 28, 1919, to sign the Treaty of 
Versailles. The terms of the treaty helped destabilize 
Germany's new democratic government. 
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War in Ireland 

British paramilitary troops arrest an IRA gunman during 
the Irish War of Independence (1919-21). The war was 
on a small scale, costing around 2,000 lives, but fought 
with vicious determination on both sides. 


BRCM cEFORE 


World War I destabilized much of 
Europe and Asia, causing the collapse 
of established states and raising 
expectations of change. 


CIVIL WARS AND UPRISINGS 
In Russia, the overthrow of the tsar and the 
installation of a Bolshevik government 
«« 252-53 in 1917 were followed by a 
humiliating peace agreement with Germany at 
Brest-Litovsk « 276-77 and the outbreak 
of civil war in 1918. The disintegration 
of Austria-Hungary destabilized Central 
Europe. In Germany, the shock of defeat and 
the overthrow of the Kaiser led to political 
and economic dislocation. 

The area 


550,00 of land in 


square miles (1.4 million sq. km) 
that was to be ceded by Ottoman 
Turkey under the Treaty of Sevres. 


The defeat of the Ottoman Turkish 
Empire «« 316-17 ended Turkish rule in 

the Arab Middle East. The Treaty of Sévres 
in 1920 imposed further harsh terms on Turkey. 
These were accepted by the Turkish 
government but rejected by nationalists. In 
Ireland, the Easter Uprising << 164-65 
against British rule in 1916 was followed by 

a surge of support for Irish republicans 
demanding independence. 
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Postwar Conflicts 


The armistice signed with Germany in November 1918 is generally taken to mark the 
end of World War I. In many parts of the globe, however, fighting continued or new wars 
flared up. A semblance of peacetime normality did not return until the mid-1920s. 


Ithough victorious, Britain and 
A France found their authority as 

imperial powers challenged in 
the aftermath of the war. In Ireland, 
the Republican Sinn Fein movement 
and its military arm, the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA), fought a war 
of independence against the British 
from 1919 to 1921. British World War I 
veterans played a significant part in 
the conflict, enrolling as paramilitariy 
fighters (Black and Tans) to fight 
against the Republicans in Ireland. It 
ended in the establishment of the Irish 
Free State in 1922. 

Meanwhile, in the Rif region of 
northern Morocco, Spain fought a 
colonial war against the local Berber 
forces of Abd el-Krim from 1921. The 
rebellion was only defeated with the 
help of France, after el-Krim invaded 
French Morocco in 1925. French troops 
were also in action in the Middle East, 
fighting a war in 1920 to overthrow 


the Arab Kingdom proclaimed by 
Prince Faisal in Damascus and establish 
French control of Syria. The British 
Empire also faced rebellions in its 
territories, with nationalist revolts in 
India, Egypt, and Iraq. 


Events in Russia 

The Russian Civil War, which had 
begun before World War I ended, 
continued through to late 1920. 

The Red Army of the Bolshevik 
government, organized by Leon 
Trotsky, faced White armies led by 
former tsarist military commanders— 
General Anton Denikin in southern 
Ukraine, Admiral Alexander Kolchak 
in Siberia, General Pyotr Wrangel in 


the Caucasus, and General Nikolai 
Yudenich in Estonia. The situation 
was further complicated by various 
nationalist movements and by the 
existence of a mass peasant army 
in Ukraine led by the anarchist 
Nestor Makhno. 

The wartime Allies, desiring the 
overthrow of the Bolshevik regime, 
intervened tentatively in support of 
the White armies. In April 1919, a 
mutiny by French sailors sent to 
occupy the Black Sea port of Odessa 
highlighted the difficulty and 
unpopularity of military intervention, 
however, and most Allied troops were 
soon withdrawn. By the end of 1920, 
the Red Army had defeated the major 


White forces and could claim victory 
in the Civil War, but the Bolsheviks 
reigned over depopulated cities and 
a devastated countryside that was 
ravaged by famine. 

Meanwhile, Bolshevik Russia was 
defeated in a crucial conflict with 
Poland. War broke out when the newly 
established Polish Republic, eager to 
advance its borders as far eastward as 


MILLION The number of 
people estimated to have 
died in the Volga famine in 


Russia in 1921-22, a direct 
result of the Russian Civil War. 


possible, sent troops into Belarus and 
Ukraine. A counteroffensive by the 
Red Army launched in June 1920 
drove the Poles back and by August 
the advancing Bolsheviks were 
threatening Warsaw. 

As Soviet forces pushed on toward 
Germany and Hungary, Polish leader 
Marshal Josef Pilsudski regained the 
initiative, executing a series of bold 
maneuvers that inflicted a crushing 
defeat on the Red Army. Bolshevik 
leader Vladimir Ilyich Lenin was forced 


to agree to a peace that left the 
Poles in control of large areas 
of Belarus and Ukraine. 


Greece versus Turkey 
In 1919, Greece exploited 
the weakness of defeated 
Ottoman Turkey to launch 
a military occupation of parts 
of western Anatolia that 
had a substantial ethnic 
Greek population. Turkish 
nationalists led by General 
Mustafa Kemal defeated 
the Greek army in large- 
scale fighting through 1921 
and 1922. Mustafa Kemal, 
later known as Ataturk, 
proclaimed Turkey a 
republic and deposed the 
Ottoman sultan. 

Rejecting the option of 
reopening war with the Turks, the 
Allied powers accepted the need 


Fleeing the flames 

Greeks leave Smyrna (now Izmir, Turkey), as its 
Greek quarter burns to the ground at the 

end of the Greco-Turkish War. Around 

1.5 million Greeks left Turkey. 


to renegotiate the peace treaty that had 
been imposed in 1920. The Treaty of 
Lausanne, signed in 1923, set Turkey’s 
new borders, which it still holds today. 
The ethnic Greek population was 
expelled, leaving many towns and 
villages emptied of their inhabitants. 


The rise of fascism 

In Western Europe, the economic and 
social disruption caused by World War I 
led to chronic political instability. In 
Italy, nationalist extremist Benito 
Mussolini, who had served as a soldier 
in the war, led black-shirted Fascist 
paramilitaries in a violent campaign 
against socialists and trade unionists. 
In 1922, when Mussolini threatened 
to lead his followers in a “march on 
Rome,” King Victor Emmanuel III 
allowed him to form a government, 
setting Italy on the road toward an 
eventual fascist dictatorship. 

In Germany, postwar chaos peaked in 
1923. In response to the German 
failure to make reparation payments, 
France and Belgium sent troops to 
occupy the Ruhr region. The German 
government responded with a 
campaign of passive resistance. 
Hyperinflation led to the collapse of the 
German currency, wiping out savings. 

When Nazi Party leader Adolf 


POSTWAR CONFLICTS 


Fascist propaganda postcard 


A fanciful postcard celebrates the “march on Rome” by 


Italian fascist blackshirts in October 1922. A carefully 
stage-managed demonstration, the march led to Benito 
Mussolini becoming head of the Italian government. 


By the mid-1920s, some of the 
consequences of the chaotic 
aftermath of World War I were being 
addressed, although the return to 
normality proved shortlived. 


RIGHTING WRONGS 

In 1924, a U.S.-brokered agreement, the 
Dawes Plan, created a basis for German 
payment of reparations and led to the 
withdrawal of French and Belgian 
troops from the Ruhr. In 1925, the Locarno 
Treaty settled outstanding issues with 
Germany, which was admitted to the League 
of Nations the following year. In the Middle 
East, Egyptian independence was granted in 
1922 and Prince Faisal was made king of Iraq. 


ECONOMIC CRASH 

Normalization was ended by worldwide 
economic depression from 1929. Mass 
unemployment undermined democracy in 
Germany and brought Adolf Hitler's Nazi 
Party to power in 1933. Hitler tore up the 
Versailles Treaty and Germany rearmed. 


The occupation of the Ruhr 

An illustration from a French newspaper shows French 
soldiers confronting German workers in the Ruhr in 
1923. The French and Belgians occupied the Ruhr in an 
effort to force Germany to make reparation payments. 


Hitler attempted a coup modeled 

on Mussolini’s “march on Rome,” 
however, his “Munich putsch” was 
suppressed by the army. The postwar 
world was still seeking stability. 


“1! don’t know if war is an 
interlude in peace, or 
peace an interlude in war.” 


FRENCH PRIME MINISTER GEORGES CLEMENCEAU 
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Bringing home the Unknown Warrior 
In 1920, the body of a British soldier, selected 
at random, was brought back from France to be 
buried in the Tomb of the Unknown Warrior 

in Westminster Abbey. 


BCG ceEFORE 


During the war, Allied political leaders 
promised that a better, more peaceful 
world would result from victory over 
German militarism. These promises 
proved hard to keep. 


THE WAR TO END ALL WARS 
Declaring war on Germany in April 1917, 
U.S. president Woodrow Wilson said his object 
was to “bring peace and safety to all 
nations.” Celebrating the Armistice on 
November 11, 1918, British prime minister 
David Lloyd George said, “| hope we may all 
say that thus, this fateful morning, came to 
an end all wars.” 

The aspiration for a permanent peace 
was embodied in the founding of the 
League of Nations at the Paris Peace 
Conference « 334-35 in 1919. Member 
states of the League committed themselves to 
progressive disarmament and the peaceful 
resolution of disputes. 
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The experience of World War | cast a long shadow over the postwar period. Nations sought 
appropriate forms of public mourning and commemoration to grieve and honor the dead. 
There was an overwhelming desire that such a war should never be repeated. 


he emotional impact of World 
T War | and its place in the 

collective memory varied 
between countries. In Russia, for 
example, the war was almost forgotten, 
quickly eclipsed by the shattering 
upheaval of the Bolshevik Revolution. 

In Britain and France, the war was 

commemorated intensively, with an 
annual Remembrance Day on 
November 11 established from 1919. 
By common accord, they honored 
the sacrifice of the dead rather than 
celebrating a victory. A two-minute 
silence was observed throughout 
Britain and its empire at 1lam, a 
practice so rigorously followed in the 
early years that all traffic stopped, 


factories turned off machinery, and 
pedestrians stood still in the street. 
Memorials to the war dead were 

erected in most towns and villages. 


Unknown warriors 

On Remembrance Day 1920, the British 
held a state funeral in Westminster 
Abbey for an Unknown Warrior, burying 
a soldier chosen at random from among 
the wartime dead. The French held a 
similar ceremony at the Arc de 
Triomphe in Paris, and the United 
States followed suit in 1921, burying an 
Unknown Warrior at Arlington 
National Cemetery in Virginia. The 
Unknown Warrior represented all those 
who had lost their lives, without 


distinction of rank. This democratic 
spirit infused all commemoration of the 
war. Tens of thousands of plaques and 
monuments were erected in cities, 
towns, and villages, typically listing the 
fallen in alphabetical order, the officers 
intermingled with ordinary soldiers, 
regardless of rank. 

Britain decided against repatriating 
the dead. Instead, the Imperial 
(now Commonwealth) War Graves 
Commission created vast war 
cemeteries in France. Unidentifiable 
remains were marked “A Soldier of the 
Great War Known unto God.” 
The French placed the bones of their 
unidentified dead in ossuaries, such as 
the one at Douaumont near Verdun. 


— 


“Anything rather than war! 
Anything!... No trial, no 
servitude can be compared 
to war.” 


FRENCH NOVELIST AND PACIFIST ROGER MARTIN DU GARD, PRIVATE LETTER, 


SEPTEMBER 1936 


For Germany, remembrance was 
complicated by deeply divided attitudes 
toward the war. Local memorials were 
erected to the dead, but the Weimar 
Republic failed to agree on a national 
remembrance day, and commemorative 
events were often the occasion for 
political protests. Germany did not 
bury an Unknown Warrior until 1931. 
Ireland was another place in which 
the memory of the war was politically 
contentious. For Irish Catholics, war 
service in the British Army became an 
embarrassment and commemorative 
ceremonies drew hostility from many 
republicans. For Protestants in 
Northern Ireland, war service was a 
badge of loyalty to the British Crown 
and Remembrance Day became a 
demonstration of Protestant superiority 
to the allegedly disloyal Catholics. 
When the French erected a 
monument to mark the site of the 
signing of the Armistice, they inscribed 
it with the words “Here on the 
eleventh of November 1918 succumbed 
the criminal pride of the German 
Reich... vanquished by the free peoples 
which it tried to enslave.” Such ringing 
endorsement of the purpose of the 
war was not often heard during the 
postwar decades. Disillusion was partly 
fueled by the fate of ex-servicemen, 
who received far less attention from 
governments than the dead. Many 


ended up unemployed, although 
veterans’ organizations provided a 
source of support and companionship. 
The peace treaties were seen as 
unworthy of the soldiers’ sacrifice. 

A flood of memoirs and novels 
published during the late 
1920s and 1930s—Erich 
Remarque’s All Quiet on the 
Western Front the most 
prominent among them—fed 
the popular imagination with 
images of the horrors of the 
war. Americans in particular 
viewed the war as a mistake 
into which they had been 
lured by British propaganda. 


American isolationism 
Throughout the 1920s and 
1930s, in reaction against the 
war, an isolationist mentality 
predominated in the United 
States. In Britain, pacifism 
grew into a mass movement, 
led by organizations such as 
the Peace Pledge Union. In 
1933, students debating at the 
Oxford Union at Oxford 


Pacifist protest 

The youth section of the British Peace 
Movement at a demonstration in 1924. 
The movement was part of War Resisters 
International, founded in 1921. 


Flying the Nazi flag 

The first version of the Nazi swastika flag is displayed 
outside Munich in 1920. Many who joined the Nazi 
movement had been too young to fight in World War |. 
The ex-servicemen who joined included Adolf Hitler. 


University famously voted that “this 
House will in no circumstances fight 
for its King and Country.” 


Public promises 
Governments were also inspired by the 
desire to fulfill the promise that World 
War I would be "a war to end war.” In 
the 1920s, there were international 
arms limitation agreements, while the 
League of Nations sought to substitute 
“collective security” and negotiation for 
armed confrontation. In 1928-29, all 
major countries signed the Kellogg- 
Briand Pact—named for U.S. secretary 
of state Frank Kellogg and French 
foreign minister Aristide Briand— 
publicly renouncing the use of war as 
an “instrument of national policy.” 
Nationalists and militarists in 
countries defeated in the war or 
disappointed by the peace drew a 
different lesson from the conflict. In 
the 1920s, the German Stahlhelm 
veterans’ organization and the Italian 
Fascist movement harked back to the 
wartime experience of national unity. 
Fascist leader Benito Mussolini stated 
that war “put the stamp of nobility on 
those nations that had the courage to 
face it.” Another ex-soldier who longed 
to reverse the defeat of 1914-18 was 
German Nazi Party leader Adolf Hitler. 
His accession to power in Germany in 
1933 set the world on course for an 
even more destructive war. 


NEVER AGAIN 


AFTER > 


World War I shows no signs of 
being forgotten a century after it 
was fought. 


GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN 
Despite the deaths of the last surviving 
soldiers from World War |, including Harry 
Patch in Britain in 2009 and Frank Buckles in 
the United States in 2011, the war continues to 
stir powerful emotions in the nations that were 
involved. Annual commemorative 
ceremonies—for example, Remembrance 
The number 
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France that erected monuments 
to those who died in World War I. 


Day in Britain, Veterans Day in the United 
States, and Anzac Day in Australia and New 
Zealand—continue to be well attended, with 
the fallen in subsequent wars also remembered. 


THREE OF THE WAR'S LAST VETERANS IN 2008 


In memory of the fallen 

The Notre Dame de Lorette military cemetery near 
Arras in northern France is the burial place of 
40,000 French soldiers. Each grave is marked with 
a simple white cross bearing the soldier's name. 
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In Memoriam 


The first global conflict in history, World War I has never been forgotten. Memorials, 
monuments, and museums are found in all the combatant countries, the most 
moving of all being the vast war cemeteries built on or near the major battlefields. 


AUSTRALIA 


ANZAC Memorial 

Set in Sydney’s Hyde Park, this is 
New South Wales’s principal war 
monument. Designed in an art deco 
style by C. Bruce Dellit, it is made of 
granite, with statuary and bas-reliefs 
created by the artist Raynor Hoff. 
The buttresses are each topped by a 
mournful figure, while the bas-reliefs 
depict scenes from Australian 
campaigns at Gallipoli and the 
Western Front. Ceremonies are held 
at the memorial on Remembrance 
Sunday (November 11) and Anzac 
Day (April 25). 

Hyde Park, Sydney 
Wwww.anzacmemorial.nsw.gov.au 


Australian War Memorial 
The national monument to Australia’s 
war dead was built in the aftermath 
of World War I, though it serves to 
commemorate Australian service 
personnel killed in all conflicts. The 
main parts of the memorial are 
the Commemorative Area (which 
includes the Hall of Memory), Anzac 
Parade, and the Sculpture Garden. 
On the ground floor of the main 
building, the Anzac Hall, a recently 
added high-tech exhibition space, 
includes “Over the front, the Great 
War in the air,” a permanent display 
telling the story of aerial combat in 
World War I. It includes five original 
aircraft from the war, memorabilia, 
personal testaments from pilots, and 
a sound and light show. 
Remembrance Park, Canberra 
www.awm.gov.au/Vvisit 


Shrine of Remembrance 

Built to commemorate Victoria’s war 
dead of 1914—18, this is one of 
Australia’s great memorials. Inspired by 
the mausoleum to Mausolus, King of 
Caria, at Halicarnassus in Turkey, the 
shrine was inaugurated in November 
1934. The sanctuary contains the Stone 
of Remembrance, inscribed with the 
words “Greater Love Hath No Man,” 
which has been designed so that a 
shaft of sunlight (or artificial light) 

falls on the word “Love” at a special 
ceremony held at 1lam on 

November 11 each year. 

St. Kilda Road, Melbourne 
www.shrine.org.au/Home 


AUSTRIA 


Museum of Military History 
Located in Vienna’s Arsenal, built from 
1850-56 to house the city’s garrison, 
this museum covers Austrian military 
history from the 16th century to 1945. 
Two halls are dedicated to World War I, 
including an exhibit housing the 
vehicle and blood-soaked jacket of 
Franz Ferdinand, preserved from the 
day of his assassination in Sarajevo. 
Arsenal Objekt 1, Vienna 
www.hgm.or.at 


BELGIUM 


Flanders Field American Cemetery 
and Memorial 

The only American Battle Monuments 
Commission cemetery in Belgium, this 
commemorates the American 
contribution to the war on the Western 
Front. Smaller than most of the war 
cemeteries in Belgium, it consists of 
368 burials, with the headstones 
arranged around a central chapel. 
Many of those interred here came from 
the US 91st Division, killed in October 
and November 1918. The chapel 
includes 43 names on the Walls of the 
Missing—rosettes mark the names of 
soldiers whose remains have been 
subsequently recovered and identified. 
Southeast of Waregem, along the 
Lille-Gent autoroute E-17 
www.abmc.gov/cemeteries/cemeteries/ 
ff.php 


In Flanders Field Museum 
The Cloth Hall on the Market Square 
in the center of Ieper (Ypres), site of 
three of the war’s most significant 
battles, has been turned into a museum 
housing major collections of World 
War I artifacts and documents. The 
exhibitions and audio-visual displays 
cover the invasion of Belgium in 1914 
and the first few months of the war, 
with particular emphasis on the war 
around Ieper. A documentation center 
includes trench maps, a photographic 
library and postcard collection, and 
contemporary newspaper reports. 
Visitors can climb up to the belfry for 
views over the town and the sites 
of the surrounding battlefields. Access 
to the center is free, although some 


collections can be viewed only 

by appointment. 

Lakenhallen Grote Markt 34, Ieper 
www.inflandersfields.be/en 


Langemark German War 
Cemetery 

An official German War Graves 
Commission site, the Langemark 
Cemetery contains more than 40,000 
burials of soldiers recovered between 
1915 and the 1930s. The cemetery was 
designated German Military Cemetery 
123 in 1930, and was inaugurated two 
years later. Of the soldiers buried in the 
cemetery, 24,917 lie in mass graves. 
The German Students’ Memorial annex 
lists the names of 3,000 students killed 
in the Battle of Langemarck (part of 
the First Battle of Ypres) in 1914. 
Known in Germany as Kindermord 
(Massacre of the Children), First 

Ypres included many young German 
volunteers. In the cemetery stands 

a sculpture of mourning soldiers 

by Emil Krieger. Also of note is a 
basalt-lava cross on a small mound, 
marking one of the three original 
battlefield bunkers. 

North of Langemark village, 

4 miles (6km) northeast of Ieper 
www.volksbund.de 


Menin Gate 

One of the most visited sights on the 
Western Front, the Menin Gate 
Memorial in Ypres was designed by 
Reginald Blomfield and unveiled in 
1927. It marks the point where most 
British soldiers marched out to the 
battlefields of the Ypres salient. The 
walls of the Hall of Memory are 
inscribed with the names of 54,896 
British and Commonwealth soldiers 
killed at Ypres before August 16, 1917. 
Each night at 8pm, the traffic stops 
and the Last Post is played under the 
arches of the memorial. 
Meensestraat, Ieper 
www.cwgc.org 


Messines Battlefield and 
Memorials 

Around the village of Wystchaete, 
the St. Eloi, Peckham Farm, St. Yvon, 
Kruisstraat, and Spanbroekmolen 
craters bear testimony to the 

19 enormous mines detonated 
beneath the German trenches at 
Messines. An information board in 


the village gives directions to the 
craters, and there are more than 
1,000 burials in the Wytschaete 
Military Cemetery, a short walk from 
the main square. A smaller cemetery, 
the Lone Tree Cemetery, near 
Spanbroekmolen, contains 88 burials, 
mainly of soldiers from the Royal 
Irish Rifles. 

Memorials of the battle include one 
to the London Scottish Regiment on 
the N365 between Wytschaete and 
Mesen (Messines), marking the spot 
where they first went into action. In 
Mesen itself, which was completely 
destroyed in the battle, there are the 
New Zealand Memorial Park and 
the Messines Ridge Military Cemetery. 
It was in Mesen’s church (rebuilt) that 
Adolf Hitler reputedly received 
treatment for combat injuries in 1914. 
To the south of Mesen is the modern 
Island of Ireland Peace Park, opened in 
1998 to commemorate Irish soldiers 
killed during World War I. 

Around Mesen (Messines) 


Passchendaele Battlefield 
Few battlefield areas evoke the tragedy 
of the Ypres salient more than 
Passchendaele, around the modern 
village of Passendale. The area is 
littered with memorials to individual 
battles and regiments, including the 
Canadian Memorial at Crest Farm, the 
85th (Nova Scotia Highlanders) 
Battalion Memorial, and memorials to 
French soldiers and the British Seventh 
Division, both at Broodseinde. 
Cemeteries in the area include the 
Passchendaele New British Cemetery, 
containing 2,101 British and 
Commonwealth burials, and the vast 
Tyne Cot Cemetery to the southwest 
of Passendale. In Zonnebeke, the 
Passchendaele Memorial 1917 
Museum contains a large display 
of military artifacts. 
Various locations in and around 
Zonnebeke and Passendale 


Royal Museum of the Armed 
Forces and of Military History 
This museum houses collections 
relating to the whole of Belgian 
military history, not just World 

War I, but it includes a large collection 
of World War I artifacts, documents, 
and memorabilia in a permanent 
1914-18 exhibition. Exhibits include 
firearms, artillery pieces, uniforms, 
armored vehicles, and even a 
Fokker triplane. 

Jubelpark 3, 1000 Brussels 
www.klm-mra.be 


St. Julien Memorial 

This granite memorial, designed by the 
Anglo-Canadian architect Frederick 
Chapman Clemesha, stands 36 ft (11m) 
tall. Known as the Brooding Soldier, it 


IN MEMORIAM 


features at its summit the head and 
shoulders of a Canadian infantryman, 
his head bowed in mourning. The 
memorial honors the Canadian troops 
killed around St. Julien during the 
Second Battle of Ypres. Many of the 
dead were killed by the first use of 
poison gas (chlorine) on the Western 
Front, as the memorial inscription 
attests: “This column marks the 
battlefield where 18,000 Canadians on 
the British left withstood the first 
German gas attacks on the 22-24 April 
1915. 2,000 fell and here lie buried.” 
4.3 miles (7km) northeast of Ieper, 
off the N313 toward Roulers 


Sanctuary Wood Cemetery and 
Museum Hill 62 

In 1914, Sanctuary Wood acted as a 
protective barrier between British and 
Commonwealth troops and the front 
line. During 1915-16, however, it was 
also swamped with heavy fighting, 
principally between Canadian and 
German forces. 

Three Allied cemeteries were 
established in the area at the time. 
The remains of one of them formed 
the foundations for the present 
cemetery, designed by Sir Edwin 
Lutyens not long after the war. During 
the 1920s and ’30s, the cemetery 
expanded with additions from the 
wider Western Front. Today, it contains 
1,989 burials (spread over five plots), 
of which only 637 are identified. 

Within a short distance of the 
cemetery is the Sanctuary Wood 
Museum Hill 62, a privately run 
establishment. An extensive series 
of preserved trench lines, all open to 
walk through, can be seen outside the 
museum. Another feature of the 
Sanctuary Wood area is the Canadian 
Memorial at Hill 62, honoring the 
thousands of Canadians killed in futile 
battles to retake Hill 62 in June 1916. 
5km (3 miles) east of Ieper, off 
the N8& 


St. George’s Memorial Church 
Field Marshal Lord Plumer, 
commander of the British Second 
Army in Flanders during the war, laid 
the foundation stone of St. George’s 
Church in Ieper in 1927. The building 
opened for services two years later 

and is still an active place of worship. 
Though the church was built 

primarily to honor the British and 
Commonwealth servicemen who died 
at Ypres—its stained glass, wall plaques, 
banners, and kneelers reflect individual 
British regiments—it is now the 
memorial church for all those who 
died in battle in Flanders during 

both world wars. 

Elverdingsestraat 1, 8900 Ieper 
www.stgeorgesmemorialchurchypres. 
com 


Tyne Cot Cemetery 

The largest British war cemetery in the 
world, Tyne Cot contains a total of 
11,953 burials, mostly of British and 
Commonwealth troops but also 
including four German soldiers. The 
majority of the men buried here were 
killed during the Third Battle of Ypres 
in 1917. The name Tyne Cot is thought 
to have British origins. According to 

a local story, the Northumberland 
Fusiliers thought a barn on the 
ridgeline here looked like their cottages 
on the River Tyne, back home in 
Britain. Landmarks of the cemetery 
include the Cross of Sacrifice 
Monument and the curved Memorial 
to the Missing, listing the names of 
35,000 soldiers with no known grave. 
Southwest of Passendale, 
signposted off the N332 
www.cwgc.org 


Vladslo German War Cemetery 
This German cemetery is the burial 
place for 25,644 soldiers, most of 
whom were moved here from other 
locations in the 1950s (the site was 
used as a combat cemetery from 1914). 
Although some headstones date from 
the time of the war, most were 
inscribed afterward. Each of the flat 
granite slabs bears 20 names, with 
name, rank, and date of death. The 
Grieving Parents, a pair of statues made 
by the German sculptor Kathe Kollwitz 
stand in the cemetery. Kollwitz’s son 
died at First Ypres in October 1914. 

1.8 miles (3 km) northeast of 
Vladslo, signposted from the N363 
from Beerst 

www.volksbund.de 


Ypres Salient Battlefield 

After the Somme, the area around the 
Ypres salient, centring on the modern 
town of Ieper, is the most frequented 
destination for battlefield visitors. 
Within the town itself are the Menin 
Gate and St. George’s Memorial 
Church, both moving memorials 

to those lost around Ypres, and the 

In Flanders Field Museum. 

There are many other sites of interest 
in the area, including more than 140 
military cemeteries and burial grounds. 
British cemeteries alone contain 40,000 
unidentified graves. The cemeteries are 
tended by the British, Belgian, French, 
and Italian war graves commissions. 

Among a number of interesting 
museums around Ieper are the 
Sanctuary Wood Museum Hill 62, 
the Hooge Crater Museum, the 
Memorial Museum Passchendaele 
(at Zonnebeke), and the Messines 
Historical Museum (Mesen). Poperinge, 
8 miles (13 km) to the west of Ieper, 
was a center for British troops heading 
to the front. The town’s Talbot House 
Museum served as a clubhouse for 


British Army troops. Opened by 

army chaplain Philip Clayton as an 
alternative place of relaxation to the 
more debauched places in town, it was 
open to all ranks. 

In and around Ieper 


CANADA 


Canadian War Museum 

Although this museum covers the 
whole of Canada’s military history, 
Gallery 2 focuses on the period 
1885-1931. Reconstructed landscapes 
and trenches evoke famous battlefields 
of World War I, such as Ypres and 
Passchendaele, while artifacts recall 
the personal experiences of those 

on the front line. References to World 
War [ are also found in other parts 

of the building. Regeneration Hall 
displays a plaster model of Walter 
Allward’s sculpture Hope (a figure from 
the Vimy Memorial), and the Memorial 
Hall contains the headstone of the 
Unknown Soldier. 

1 Vimy Place, Ottawa 
Www.warmuseum.ca/home 


National War Memorial (Ottawa) 
Much like the Cenotaph in London, 
the National War Memorial in Ottawa 
was built for the dead of World War I 
but came to represent all of the 
country’s war fatalities. Twenty-two 
bronze figures, representing Canada’s 
armed forces, proceed through a 
granite arch, along with a cavalry horse 
and a piece of artillery. Two figures on 
top of the arch symbolize peace and 
freedom. In front of the memorial, the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier contains 
the remains of a World War I soldier 
buried at the site in 2000. 
Confederation Square, Ottawa 


National War Memorial 
(Newfoundland) 

Opened on July 1, 1924, by Field 
Marshal Douglas Haig, commander of 
the British Expeditionary Force (BEF) 
during the war, Newfoundland’s 
National War Memorial features 

five statues by English sculptors 

EV. Blundstone and Gilbert Bayes. 

At the summit of the monument, a 
figure of a woman holds a flaming 
torch and a sword, representing 
Newfoundland’s loyalty to the British 
Empire. Flanking this central figure are 
statues of a soldier and a sailor, 
representing the Royal Newfoundland 
Regiment and the Royal Naval Reserve, 
and statues of a fisherman and a 
lumberman, recognizing the 
contribution made by the merchant 
marine and the Forestry Corps. 
Between Water Street and 
Duckworth Street, St. John’s 


FRANCE 


Aisne-Marne American Cemetery 
and Memorial 

This American Battle Monuments 
Commission site contains the graves 

of 2,289 American war dead, mostly 
killed in the fighting around the 
Marne valley in 1918. It is located at 
the foot of Belleau Wood, where the 
U.S. Marine Corps gained distinction. 
The cemetery is overlooked by the 
Memorial Chapel, the interior of which 
is decorated with military motifs 

and insignia and inscribed with the 
names of 1,060 missing. 

Follow signs from Chateau-Thierry 
www.abmce.gov/home.php 


Arras and Vimy Ridge Battlefield 
Among the cemetery sites around 
Arras are the Zivy Crater Cemetery, 
the Lichfield Crater Cemetery, the 

La Targette French and British 
Cemeteries, the Cabaret Rouge British 
Cemetery, and the large Neuville- 
Saint-Vaast German War Cemetery. 
Memorials to the dead of specific 
battalions, regiments, and divisions 
dot the region, including those to the 
Ninth Scottish Division, the Seaforth 
Highlanders, and the Fourth and 
Seventh Royal Tank Regiments. 
Around Arras, Pas-de-Calais 


Cambrai Battlefields 

The area around Cambrai was the 
scene of bitter fighting, particularly 
during the last two years of the war, 
and the area has many military 
memorials. The major site for war 
burials in the area is the Louveral 
Military Cemetery, which also features 
the Memorial to the Missing, listing the 
names of more than 7,000 British 
soldiers with no known grave. 

Other cemeteries within easy driving 
distance of Louveral include the Five 
Points Cemetery near Ytres, the 
Rocquigny-Equancourt Road British 
Cemetery, and the Ribecourt Road 
Cemetery near Trescault. On the side 
of the D15 road between Trescault 
and Havrincourt, there is also a 
German bunker. A British tank, 
Deborah D51, can be seen in the village 
of Flesquiéres. The tank, which served 
in the Battle of Cambrai, was excavated 
on the outskirts of the village in 1998. 
Around Cambrai, northern France 


Canadian National Vimy 
Memorial Park 

The site of the Battle of Vimy Ridge, 

an epic struggle between Canadian and 
German troops in April 1917, this 
memorial park is dominated by the 
enormous Vimy Monument, carved 
from a single piece of stone, and 
unveiled in 1936. In the grounds of the 
park, German and Allied trenches have 
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been preserved for public access; 
the contours of the land reflect the 
effects of shell fire. There are two 
Canadian cemeteries: Canadian 
Cemetery No. 2 and Givenchy Road 
Canadian Cemetery. 

Near Vimy, between Lens and 
Arras, northern France 


Douaumont Ossuary and Verdun 
Memorial 

This is perhaps one of the most 
powerful memorials on the Western 
Front. Work on a provisional 
ossuary—a building where bones of 
the dead are kept—began in 1920 to 
provide a sanctuary for the hundreds 
of thousands of bones that were 
scattered throughout the Verdun 
battlefield site. Work on a permanent 
ossuary began in 1920, and bones were 
transferred here from 1927. The 
ossuary cloister contains the bones of 
130,000 unidentified soldiers, arranged 
according to the area of the Verdun 
battlefield in which they were found. 
Douaumont, near Verdun 
www.verdun-douaumont.com/en/ 
index.html 


Etaples Military Cemetery 

The many British military camps and 
hospitals around Etaples meant that 
the area required a large British and 
Commonwealth cemetery. In use from 
May 1915, this cemetery contains 
10,733 burials from World War I, 

as well as burials from World War II. 
Between Boulogne and Etaples 
www.cwgc.org 


Fricourt German War Cemetery 
Although not the largest German war 
cemetery in the Somme area— 
Vermandovillers has 26,000 burials— 
Fricourt contains 17,027 German 
soldiers, about 10,000 of whom were 
killed during the Somme battles of 
1916. Only 5,057 of the burials have 
individual graves; the other 11,970 are 
contained in four mass graves. 

Near Fricourt, the Somme 
www.volksbund.de 


Meuse-Argonne American 
Cemetery and Memorial 

This is the largest U.S. military 
cemetery in Europe, with a total of 
14,246 servicemen buried over 130 
acres (52 hectares) of ground. In the 
memorial chapel, panels are inscribed 
with the names of 954 soldiers 
missing in action (the bodies of those 
with rosettes against their names 
were eventually discovered and 
identified). Staff members at the 
visitor center provide guidance on 
navigating the cemetery and locating 
particular graves. 

Romagne-Sous Montfacuon 
www.abmc.gov 


Musée de I’'Armée 

One of the world’s largest military 
museums, the Musée de l’Armée in 
Paris contains more than 500,000 
artifacts from every period of French 
military history. Its World War I section 
contains large collections of uniforms 
and weaponry. 

Les Invalides, Paris 
www.invalides.org 


Museum of Franco-American 
Cooperation 

Housed in the 17th-century chateau of 
Blérancourt, the museum celebrates 
more than 200 years of Franco- 
American relations. During World 
War I, the building served as a center 
for French wounded, set up by 
American civilian volunteers. The 
historical artifacts illustrate the 
humanitarian aid provided by 
Americans during the course 

of two world wars. 

Chateau de Blérancourt, Aisne 
www.museefrancoamericain.fr 


Neuville-Saint-Vaast German 
War Cemetery 

Established by the French in 1919 to 
hold German war dead, this German 
War Graves Commission cemetery, also 
known as La Maison Blanche, is the 
largest in France. A sea of metal 
crosses, laid out during the 1970s to 
replace earlier wooden versions, the 
cemetery contains 44,533 burials, with 
four soldiers in each grave. There is 
also a mass grave containing the 
remains of more than 8,000 soldiers. 
Neuville-Saint-Vaast, near Arras 
www.volksbund.de 


Notre Dame de Lorette 
Religious buildings have occupied this 
ridge to the northwest of Arras since 
the 18th century, but the basilica and 
ossuary currently on the site were built 
in 1921 as memorials to the French 
soldiers who died in the Artois area 
during the battles of 1914, 1915, 
and 1917. The cemetery later 
became a national necropolis, and the 
ossuary contains the remains of some 
23,000 unidentified soldiers from both 
world wars as well as French conflicts 
in Algeria and Indochina. The basilica, 
which was designed by Louis- Marie 
Cordonnier, is decorated with 
colorful mosaics. 

Surrounding the basilica and 
ossuary, the cemetery covers 32 acres 
(13 hectares) and contains 45,000 
burials, the bulk of them from World 
War I. Behind the cemetery is a 
military museum, with dioramas, 
uniforms, artillery pieces, photographs, 
and a reconstructed trench and bunker 
system. Outside the museum, original 
World War I trenches have been redug. 
Ablain-Saint-Nazaire, near Arras 


Somme Battlefield 

The site of one of the greatest and most 
costly battles in human history, the 
Somme region is one of the main 
centers of military tourism. To get the 
most out of a visit, it is advisable to 
buy a guidebook to the battlefield sites 
or join a tour run by one of the 
specialized companies operating in the 
area. The officially recommended 
“Tour of Remembrance” takes in the 
town of Albert (including the Somme 
1916 Trench Museum and the 
CWGC-maintained Albert Communal 
Cemetery), Beaumont-Hamel, 
Thiepval, Ovillers-la-Boiselle (site of 
the Lochnagar crater), Longueval 
(including the New Zealand Memorial 
and Pipers Memorial), and Peronne. 
All these are packed with places of 
interest, including cemeteries, military 
relics, museums, and memorials. 
Munitions and artifacts are regularly 
dug up in the Somme countryside 
(remember not to touch any munitions 
you might find). The best way to get 
around the battlefield privately is by 
car; many of the sites are accessible 
from the A29 or Al highways. 

The Somme 
www.somme-battlefields.com 


Thiepval Memorial to the Missing 
This huge memorial in Thiepval was 
designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens and 
opened by Edward, Prince of Wales, in 
1932. It is inscribed with the names of 
73,357 Allied soldiers who died in the 
Somme area between 1916 and 1918 
but have no grave. A commemorative 
ceremony is held here on July 1. 
Thiepval, the Somme 
www.cwgc.org 


GERMANY 


Bundeswehr Military History 
Museum—Berlin 

While the Military History Museum in 
Dresden is concerned with the general 
history of warfare, the Berlin museum 
focuses on aerial warfare. It has a 
collection of more than 200,000 items, 
including 155 planes. Highlights 
include the famous Fokker Dr. I 
triplane and arguably the best fighter 
aircraft of the war, the Fokker D.VII. 
Am Flugplatz Gatow 33, Berlin 
www.mhm-gatow.de/en 


Bundeswehr Military History 
Museum—Dresden 

Located in a former military arsenal in 
the Albertstadt neighborhood of 
Dresden, this museum has a 
permanent World War I exhibit, which 
includes a range of uniforms, small 
arms, artillery, and aircraft. 
Olbrichtplatz 2, Dresden 


INDIA 


India Gate 

Designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens and 
built between 1921 and 1931, the 
India Gate in Delhi commemorates all 
Indian soldiers who died in World 

War I and the Third Afghan War of 
1919. Originally called the All India 
War Memorial, the arch is 137 ft (42 m) 
tall and inscribed with the names of 
more than 70,000 men. Beneath the 
arch is the Amar Jawan Jyoti (the 
Flame of the Immortal Warrior) and 
also the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 
The cenotaph is surrounded by four 
flaming torches that are kept 
constantly lit. 

Rajpath, Delhi 


IRELAND 


Irish National War 

Memorial Gardens 

Built to honor the 49,400 Irish 

soldiers who died in World War I, these 
gardens were designed by Sir Edwin 
Lutyens in the 1930s. The park covers 
20 acres (8 hectares) and includes a 
sunken rose garden and two book 
rooms, containing the Rolls of Honour 
listing the names of the dead. 

The site also features the Ginchy Cross, 
built by soldiers of the Irish 16th 
Division and originally erected on the 
Somme battlefield. Inscribed on the 
floor of the temple on the bank of the 
River Liffey, at the northern end of the 
garden, is an extract of “War Sonnet II: 
Safety” by Rupert Brooke. 
Islandbridge, Dublin 


ISRAEL 


Ramleh CWGC Cemetery 
Established in December 1917 to 
serve the field hospitals set up in the 
area, the cemetery in Ramleh (now 
Ramla) was later augmented by graves 
moved here from other cemeteries in 
Palestine and Israel. Ramleh was 
occupied by the First Australian Light 
Horse Brigade from November 1917. 
The cemetery contains 3,300 
Commonwealth burials from World 
War I, plus nearly 1,200 burials from 
World War II and a number of other 
burials of non-Commonwealth and 
noncombat personnel. There is also 

a memorial to Commonwealth, 
German, and Turkish servicemen 
buried elsewhere in Palestine and 
Israel, in cemeteries that are no 
longer maintained. The memorial 
was built in 1961. 

Near Ramla 

Wwww.cwegc.org 


IN MEMORIAM 


ITALY 


Sacrario Militare di Redipuglia 
Built under Mussolini and opened in 
1938, the Sacrario Militare di 
Redipuglia is a military shrine on the 
slopes of Monte Sei Busi, at the eastern 
end of the Isonzo Front. It holds the 
remains of more than 100,000 Italian 
soldiers killed during World War I—the 
22 steps to the top of the shrine alone 
contain the remains of 40,000 soldiers. 
The shrine also contains the tombs 

of five generals and the Duke of Aosta, 
the commander of the Third Army. 
The site includes a chapel and a 
museum containing a collection of 
artifacts from the Italian front and 
some original trench fortifications. 
Monte Sei Busi 


ITALY/SLOVENIA 


Isonzo Front Battlefields 

In terms of battlefield tourism, the 
Isonzo Front is often overlooked in 
preference for battlefields in France 
and Belgium, but it is just as rich in 
places of interest. The challenges for 
touring the Isonzo Front are the 
distances involved. A typical route 
might run from Kranjska Gora in 
northwest Slovenia down to Duino on 
the Adriatic coast in northeast Italy, 
although there are many other 
options. Highlights include the Soca 
Valley, containing numerous positions 
and gun emplacements in the rock 
face; the Vrsic Pass, built by Russian 
prisoners in 1916; and Kluze Fortress 
with its military tunnels. At Kobarid 
(Caporetto during World War I) in 
Slovenia, it is possible to walk along 
former trench lines. The town also has 
an excellent museum devoted to the 
ferocious battles along the Isonzo 
Front, with large-scale maps, models of 
the terrain, artifacts, and photographs. 
Along the Slovenian/Italian border 


NEW ZEALAND 


Auckland War Memorial Museum 
Built in the 1850s, and more generally 
known as the Auckland Museum, this 
houses extensive general collections 
on the whole of New Zealand’s history, 
not just military history. The modern 
annex, which opened in 1929, was 
built in memory of Auckland 
province’s many war dead from World 
War I. The walls of the World War I 
Sanctuary are inscribed with the 
names of fallen soldiers with no 
known grave. Under the stained-glass 
skylight are the badges of their units 
and regiments. 


The database contains records of the 
35,000 New Zealanders killed in wars 
since the late 19th century. 
Auckland 
www.aucklandmuseum.com 


ROMANIA 


Mausoleum of Marasesti 

Built between 1923 and 1938, the 
Mausoleum for the Heroes from 

the National Unity War, to give it its 
full title, is an imposing monument to 
the Romanians killed in World War I. 
The Battle of Marasesti in 1917 was 
the last major battle on the Romanian 
front before the country was occupied. 
The mausoleum stands at around 

100 ft (30m) tall and the remains of 
6,000 Romanian soldiers are contained 
within the crypts. The mausoleum also 
includes the sarcophagus of General 
Eremia Grigorescu, who died in 1919, 
and a rotunda containing the flags of 
the Romanian units that fought at 
Marasesti. The main edifice is topped 
by the “Dome of Glory.” A great 
bas-relief on the dome depicts scenes 
from the battle at Marasesti. 

Between Focsani and Adjud, 
Vrancea County 


TURKEY 


Gallipoli Battlefield 

The Gallipoli Peninsula Historical 
National Park is one of the most 
rewarding sites for military history 
tourists and researchers. Covering 
around 81,500 acres (33,000 hectares), 
it includes 31 CWGC cemeteries, 
containing 22,000 graves, most 

of them easily accessible, and 
numerous memorials. 

There are three main areas of 
interest: Cape Helles (V Beach 
Cemetery, Helles Memorial, and 
Redoubt Cemetery); Pine Ridge (the 
Beach Cemetery, No. 2 Outpost 
Cemetery, Courtney’s and Steel’s Post 
Cemetery, Chunuk Bair Cemetery and 
Memorial, Fourth Battalion Parade 
Ground Cemetery, and Lone Pine 
Cemetery and Memorial); and Suvla 
(Green Hill Cemetery and Anzac 
Cemetery). The main sites can be 
covered in a day, but two to three days 
are recommended for a more thorough 
exploration. Also worth seeing on 
Cape Helles is the Canakale Martyrs 
Memorial, the principal memorial to 
the Turkish dead of Gallipoli. 

Special services are held at Gallipoli 
on Anzac Day on April 25, 
commemorating the first day of the 
Gallipoli Campaign in 1915. 

Gallipoli peninsula 


UNITED KINGDOM 


The Cenotaph 

Designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens, the 
Cenotaph is a simple but imposing 
memorial in London’s Whitehall. It 
was initially a temporary structure 
built from wood and plaster in the first 
year after the Armistice, but this was 
replaced by a permanent memorial 

of Portland stone in 1920. 

Every year, the Cenotaph is the focus 
for Britain’s national Service of 
Remembrance on Remembrance 
Sunday (nearest Sunday to 
November 11), which includes a 
minute’s silence at llam. Although 
the Cenotaph was built for the dead 
of World War I, it is dedicated to 
all of Britain’s war dead. 

Whitehall, London 


Imperial War Museum London 
Housing the UK’s biggest collection 
of British military artifacts, London’s 
Imperial War Museum principally 
focuses on 20th-century and modern 
conflicts. The World War I holdings 
are particularly impressive, and include 
armaments and munitions, medals, 
uniforms, equipment, and ephemera 
from daily life at the front. 

The World War J art collection 
includes work by Percy Wyndham 
Lewis, Paul Nash, John Singer Sargent, 
and Sir William Orpen. The 
Department of Documents has 
holdings ranging from high-level 
strategic documents to the personal 
writings of common soldiers such 
as diaries and letter. 

Lambeth Road, London 
http://london.iwm.org.uk 


Scottish National War Memorial 
Built to honor the 150,000 Scottish 
servicemen who died during World 
War I, this memorial occupies the 
North Barracks of Edinburgh Castle. Its 
architect, Robert Lorimer, faced much 
public opposition to his plans for 
redeveloping the castle, and the shrine 
was not finished until 1927. 
Edinburgh Castle 

www.snwm.org 


Unknown Warrior, 

Westminster Abbey 

Located at the west end of the abbey’s 
nave, the Tomb of the Unknown 
Warrior holds the remains of an 
unidentified British soldier from World 
War I. The body was exhumed from 
the Western Front along with several 
others and chosen by Brigadier 
General J.L. Wyatt as the individual to 
represent all those British soldiers who 
had no known place of death or who 
couldn't be identified. The body was 
buried, with full military ceremony, on 
November 11, 1920. Soil from a 


French battlefield was included in the 
grave and it was covered with black 
marble from Belgium. 

Westminster Abbey, London 
www.westminster-abbey.org 


UNITED STATES 


Arlington National Cemetery 
Dating back to the American Civil War, 
Arlington has been a burial ground for 
the bodies of U.S. military personnel 
for some 150 years. It covers 624 acres 
(253 hectares) and contains more than 
300,000 burials, including those of 
many who were killed in World War I. 
One moving feature built in the 
aftermath of World War I is the Tomb 
of the Unknowns, containing the 
remains of an unknown U.S. soldier, 
interred here in 1921. Similar tombs 
from subsequent wars are situated 

in the same area. 

Numerous World War I memorials 
also grace the cemetery, including the 
Argonne Cross Memorial, in memory 
of U.S. servicemen who died in the 
Meuse-Argonne Offensive of 1918, the 
largest battle in U.S. history; the 
Canadian Cross of Sacrifice, 
commemorating U.S. citizens who 
served in Canadian regiments; and 
the simple World War I Memorial. 
Arlington, Virginia 
www.arlingtoncemetery.mil 


Liberty Memorial 
This towering monument in Kansas 
City is the national World War I 
memorial of the United States. 
Dedicated by President Calvin Coolidge 
on November 11, 1926, it was designed 
in Egyptian Revival style by Harold 
Van Buren Magonigle, who won the 
commission in a competition set up by 
the American Institute of Architects. 
The site’s centerpiece is the 217 ft 
(66m) Memorial Tower. Its four 
figures represent courage, honor, 
sacrifice, and patriotism. At night, 
a jet of steam illuminated by orange 
light emanates from the tower, giving 
the appearance of a burning pyre. 
The Great Frieze wall depicts the 
transition from war to peace, while 
another memorial wall features bronze 
busts of five Allied leaders present at 
the dedication of the memorial. 
The memorial’s accompanying 
museum, which opened in 2006, is 
one of the finest centers of World 
War I research in the United States. 
In addition to extensive displays of 
documents and photographs, exhibits 
include a Renault FT-17 tank, replica 
trenches, Paul von Hindenburg’s field 
jacket, and propaganda posters. 
Kansas City, Missouri 
www.libertymemorialmuseum.org 
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